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AB KI BAAR, COALITION SARKAR: Exit polls had given NDA a huge majority, almost in line with Modi’s 400-paar forecast - though ground reports suggested amuch tighter race.
With BJP on its own falling short of the magic mark, Modi -for the first time since he became Gujarat CM in 2001 — will have to depend on allies to form govt. Nitish Kumar and
Chandrababu Naidu,whoreturned to NDA's fold just before the elections, have a track record of beingfickle allies. For Rahul Gandhi and INDIA, the results brought back
memories of 2004, when Sonia helmed Cong to an unexpected win over Vajpayee-led NDA, which was seen to be coasting to victory on the back of its ‘India Shining’ campaign

Hat-Tricky: NDA 272 Paar, INDIA Raises Bar

Short Of Majority, EISSIS 6 CHANGES FROM 2019 T0 2024
BJP Has To Rely
On Ambltlous Allies

arendraModiissettota-
N ke over as PM for the
third time in a row, but
suffered a setback as an unex-

successful defence of her bas-
tion in Bengal.
BJPmanagedtododgeade-
bacle because of its victory in
Odisha, the sweep of Andhra
Pradesh by itsally TDP and by

pectedly by Cong-
ress, Samajwadi Party and
Trinamool Congress denied
hima Lok Sabha majority.

savingi Guja-
rat and Madhya Pradesh from
being breached. It also perfor-
med well in Assam, Chhattis-

VICTORY MARGINS
Narendra Modi (Varanasi)
L5L (2019: 4.81)

Amit Shah (Gandhinagar)
7.4L 2019:551)
Shivraj S Chouhan (Vidisha)
8.2L (2019: Did not contest)
Rahul Gandhi
Rae Bareli: 3.9L
(2019: Did not contest)
Wayanad: 3.6L (2019: 4.3L)
Rakibul Hussain (Cong)
Dhubri: 10.1L

Shankar Lalwani (BJP)

Indore: 10L
(NOTA 2nd, with 2.1L votes)

FULL COVERAGE: P 2-17,
FLAP INSIDE

»Verdict In 11 Graphs, P 10-11

The drop of 60-plus seats
was caused by losses inflicted
by Akhilesh Yadav's SP in the
saffron stronghold of UPR
whichhad playedacrucialrole
in Modi's previous two victori-
es; smart teamwork by Cong-
ress, Uddhav Thackeray and
Sharad Pawar in Maharash-
tra; and Mamata Banerjee's

garh, and, along £
with ally JD(U), retained its £
dominance in Bihar. H

The failure tosecure anab- 2

1n 2019, Cong had won just 15 of 190

seats, or barely 8%, where it was in
direct contest with BJP. This time, it won 61
or over 28% of 214 such direct contests

In 2019, BIP had 303 of NDA's 352 seats, a

share of 86% in the alliance and majority
on its own. Now, it has 240 of 290 ~ slightly
reduced 83% — and no majority by itself

Four of the 5 states with most LS seats

failed to deliver for BJP. Its tally in UP

(total seats 80) almost halved from 62 to 33,
fell from 23 to 10 in Maharashtra (48), from
180 12 in Bengal (42) and in TN (39) it
failed to its account. The 5th, Bihar,
saw it shed 5 seats from its 2019 tally of 17,
though NDA won 30 of the state’s 40 seats
The northeast, where BJP had expanded
‘massively in recent years, also dealt it a
bit of a blow with both seats in Manipur
going to Cong, as did the lone seat in

Nagaland and 1 of 2 seats in Meghalaya.
But BJP retained 9 seats in Assam and 2
each in Arunachal & Tripura

BJP had won 77 of 131 SC/ST seats

lacross the country last time, while Cong
had won just 11. This time, BJP's tally fell to
53, while Cong upped its kitty to 33

BJP will form a govt in Odisha for the 1st

'time, ending the 24-yr tenure of Naveen
Patnaik, India’s 2nd-longest serving CM

gk
R

solute majority dampened ce- 2N

lebrations of Modi’s success S
inbecoming the first PM to se- ;
cure three consecutive terms £
smchehru m]SGZ BJP's sco- §

derwl helmmg when vlewed
thmugh the prism of the pre-

hadsetforhimself, isstillacre-
ditable performance for a govt
facing10-year incumbency.

Theloss of majority leaves
BJP dependent on allies —
both bigger like TDP (16) and
JD-U (12) as well as smaller
oneslikeChiragPaswan's LJP.
All three promptly pledged
support to Modi.

Butboth Chandrababu Na-
idu and Nitish Kumar are
known for their transactional
outlook and maximalist app-
roach. The possibility of them
using their leverage, encoura-
ged further by feelers from
Congress and others in the op-
position, is going to be a cons-
tant worry for BJP.

»Related report, P19

\

People have placed their faith in NDA for a
3rd consecutive time! This is a historic
feat... | PM NARENDRA MODI'S POST ON X
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New realities may make Modi
tweak game but not faze him

»Continued fromP 1

r I “The new realities of coalition politics
will mark a sharp change from the
first two terms, when BJP’s own

numbers cushioned it from pullsand pres-

sures from NDA partners.

Inany case, the party will be faced with
a ‘difficult’ Lok Sabha because of the jump
in opposition’s numbers and the new-
found bounce in their step.

In their post-verdict comments, Rahul
Gandhi and Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge loudly proclaimed their intent
by claiming that PM Narendra Modi had
suffered a moral defeat and needed to quit.
Akhilesh, who played the caste card with
precision, Mamata, Uddhav and Pawar
will be more than ready to supplement
Congress’ aggression.

The changed complexion of the Lok
Sabha, the return of coalition govt in the
real sense of the term, and the revival of
caste factor in Uttar Pradesh and pockets
of Rajasthan and Haryana mark the re-
turn of politics that was the norm until
Modi’s two consecutive landslides.

All these may be constraints for Modi,
requiring him to calibrate his game, but
may not necessarily faze him. In his ad-

Bloomberg

¢! -
P < 7

dress to party workers, he reiterated that
his new term will be one of “historic deci-
sions”.“This is Modi’s guarantee,” he
stressed while signaling the likelihood of
steps particularly aimed at women, the
poor; Dalits and tribals.

His statement that the year marks the
350th anniversary of the coronation of
Chhatrapati Shivaji also struck many as
significant.

The shrinking gap with the opposition
in a contest largely perceived to be stacked
in the incumbent’s favour was largely be-
cause of the performance of SP-Congress
combine in Uttar Pradesh. The two part-
ners managed to expand their support be-
yond the ‘MY’ constituency to build a
larger coalition that also included a signifi-

cant number of non-Yadav backwards.
Theyalsomanaged tolure inlarge sections
of Dalits, feeling disappointed with May-
awati, by successfully painting BJP’s 400+
target as an anti-quota plot. As a result,
election in vast swathes of the state,
which accounts for 80 Lok Sabha seats
got localised with caste prevailing over
BJP’s larger themes of nationalism,
Hindutva and development. But the re-
sultalsobroughtout Modi’sresilience. BJP
swept diverse geographies—from MPand
Delhi to Uttarakhand and Himachal Pra-
desh —and posted impressive victories in
Chhattisgarh, Assam and Jharkhand.

The Modi factor’s pull was also mani-
fest in the breakthrough in Kerala with
BJP candidate Suresh Gopi recording the
party’s first-ever LS victory in the state,
which has all along seen bipolar contests
between Congress and Left. Despite the
lossof seats, BJPretained itsdominance in
Rajasthan and, along with JD(U), in Bihar:

But the results underscore the stron-
gest challenge that Modi has had to face
since he moved to the Centre in 2014. The
opposition’s resolve to reduce him to a
‘normal’ PM and his response should
make for an intense duel. Society, econo-
my and polity will all feel the impact.

e s
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‘Bold decisions’ to define
third term, says Modi,
VOWS war against graft

TeamTOI

hrugging off celebra-
tions in the opposition
camp over BJP’s loss of
majority, PM Narendra Modi
Tuesday declared his third
term would be defined by bold
decisions, signalled the likeli-
hood of fresh initiatives spe-
cifically aimed at women, the
poor and SCs/STs and decla-
red his intent to press on with
hisdrive against corruption.
“All Indians will walk to-
gether and make the country
progress...the third term will
beused to write new chapters
of bold decisions and it is a
guarantee of Modi,” the PM

said in his address to BJP
cadres who had gathered to
applaud the verdict that will
lead to the third consecutive
Modi-led regime.

If he was feeling disappo-
inted over the results, Modi
did not show it. Nor was the-
re any indication that the re-
duced numbers would act as
a restraint with the PM say-
ingthathisdriveagainst cor-
ruption would continue.

“If the country has to
progress in the 21st century,
then we will have to wage a
war against corruption,”
Modiasserted.

P Third term, P 38
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Will use 3rd term to root out corruption in all forms: PM

Piyal Bhattacharjee

»Continued fromP1

igital India and tech-
Dnology have given

wings to containing
corruption, but this fight is
becoming difficult. Glorify-
ing the corrupt with extreme
shamelessness is giving
strength to them. However,
the third term of NDA will be
utilised to eradicate corrup-
tion in all forms, Modi said,
an assertion which appeared
significant in view of opposi-
tion’s aggressive denuncia-
tion of alleged misuse of cen-
tral probe agencies.

The trademark assertive-
ness extended to his digs at
Congress and the praise of
EC for “showing the mirror”
to those who doubted the in-
tegrity of polls. Modi said
Lok Sabha polls were a victo-
ry of democracy and areflec-

\

| S0P |
PM Narendra Modi, Rajnath Singh and party president J
BJP headquarters after LS election result in New Delhi on Tuesday

tion of people’s unflinching
faith in the country’s Consti-
tution and gave a boost to the
pledge to make India a devel-
oped nation.

Hailing the EC, its officials
and security personnel, the
PM said 140 Indians should be
proud of the credibility of the
country’s election process. “I
exhort people of the country,

influencers, opinion makers
that they should make the
whole world aware of the
country’s electoral process, as
it has given a new identity to
the country,” he said, an ap-
parent response to opposition
parties’ continuous attack on
the poll panel.

The PM said NDA's win
was the victory of the world’s

largest democracy, of unwa-
vering loyalty to the Consti-
tution, of the pledge of a de-
veloped India, of the mantra
of ‘Sabka Sath, Sabka Vikas’,
of 140 crore Indians.

Taking a swipe at opposi-
tion amid their celebrations
over NDA's reduced victory
margin, Modi said, “Our op-
ponents together could not
win as many seats as BJP
alone haswon.”

Statingthatitwasanemo-
tional moment, Modi said,
“This is my first election af-
ter my mother passed away
but millions of mothers, sis-
ters and daughters of the
country never let me feel the
absence of my mother.”

The PM said 10 years ago,
the country gave a mandate
for change as that was the
time when the country had
sunk to the depths of despair.

e

“We were blessed with terms
like ‘fragile five’, newspaper
headlines were filled with
scandals every day, and the
country’s young generation
became apprehensive about
their future. Then the coun-
tryentrusted us with the task
of extracting pearls of hope
from the deep ocean of de-
spair. Weall tried and worked
with full sincerity. In 2019, ex-
pressing faith in this effort,
the countryagaingaveamas-
sive mandate. After this, the
second term of NDA became
a guarantee of development
and legacy,” he said.

Modi further said, “In
2024, with this guarantee, we
went to every corner of the
country to seek people’s
blessings. Today, I bow down
with humility to the bless-
ings that NDA has received
for the third time.”
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Modi’s hat-trick in
Varanasi comes with
reduced margin

HT Correspondent

letters@htlive.com

VARANASI: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi won the Varanasi
Lok Sabha seat for the third
time in a row on Tuesday, albeit
with a reduced margin, defeat-
ing his nearest rival Uttar Pra-
desh Congress president and
INDIA bloc candidate Ajay Rai
by 1,52,513 votes.

In 2019, Modi’s victory mar-
gin was 4,79,505 votes when he
had defeated his nearest rival
Shalini Yadav of the Samajwadi
Party who polled 1,95,159 votes.

In 2014, Modi had won by a
margin of 3,71,784 votes when
he defeated AAP’s Arvind Kejri-
wal.

This time, Modi polled
6,12,970 votes and Rai got
4,60,457 votes in Varanasi,
which had gone to polls in the
seventh phase of the Lok Sabha
election on June 1. BSP candi-
date Athar Jamal Lari ended
third with 33,766 votes.

Rai had finished third with
1,52,548 votes in 2019, but his
votes increased to 4,60,457 in
2024 as he finished second.

In 2024, Modi received 61,694
votes less than what he got in
2019. Modi had polled 6,74,664
votes five years ago.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi polled 6,12,970 votes in Varanasi.
APFILE PHOTO

PM THANKS VOTERS OF KASHI

LUCKNOW: Prime Minister Narendra Modi thanked the voters of
Varanasi from where he won the seat for third timeinarow.Ina
post on X, he said, “With the blessings of Baba Vishwanath, the
respected voters of Kashi have elected me as their MP for the
third consecutive time. This is the victory of the faith of lakhs of
voters of Kashi. | am heartily grateful to every member of my
Kashi family for this victory. | believe that the development
journey of Kashi will move forward at a faster pace in the future.
Om Namah Parvati Pataye, Har-Har Mahadev!" HTC

Huge support my moral victory: UPCC chief
VARANASI: UP Congress Committee President and INDIA bloc
candidate from Varanasi LS constituency Ajay Rai said on Tuesday
that the immense support given to him by great people of Kashi
was his moral victory against Prime Minister Narendra Modi. He
said he would always remain indebted to Baba Vishwanath's grace
and Kashiites and his life would be dedicated to their service.

e s




HT Correspondent
letters@htlive.com

LUCKNOW: Defence minister
Rajnath Singh on Tuesday
secured his third and the Bharat-
iya Janata Party’s (BJP's) ninth
consecutive victory in the Luc-
know Lok Sabha seat. However,
his victory margin this time saw
asteep fall and was the lowest in
the three elections he fought
since 2014.

While Singh secured 6,12,709
votes, his nearest rival and Sam-
ajwadi Party (SP) candidate Rav-
idas Mehrotra got 4,77,550 votes.
BSP’s Sarvar Malik got 30,192
votes. Also, 7350 people opted
for NOTA. A total of 11,37,726
votes were polled in Lucknow.
Rajnath’s victory margin stood
at1,35,159.

In 2014, Singh's victory mar-
gin stood at 2,72,749 votes as he
2ot 5,61,106 against the Congress’
Rita Bahuguna Joshi (2,88,357
votes). In 2019, Singh pulled offa
decisive victory with 633,026
votes against SP’s Poonam

0 f&GdTel GI$oT CRCIGI3>
Rajnath’s 3rd, BJP’s 9th win in row in Lko

In the absence of Rajnath Singh, other BJP leaders received the

11

victory certificate from DM Surya Pal Gangwar in Lucknow on

Tuesday.

Sinha, the wife of actor Shatru-
ghan Sinha, who got 285,724
votes. Acharya Pramod Krish-
nam of the Congress (INC)
received 1,80,011 votes then.

However, Singh's 2024 oppo-
nent gave him a tough fight.
While in the past two elections,
the runners-up secured less than
3 lakh votes, Ravidas, a sitting
MLA from the SP, won over 4
lakh votes and significantly
brought down Singh's victory
margin.

MUSHTAQ ALI/HT PHOTO

Singh also led in postal bal-
lots. According to data, the Luc-
know MP got 2,112, Mehrotra
1,247 and BSP's Sarwar Malik 210
votes through postal ballots. Out
of the total 4,467 postal ballots
counted, 34 voters had opted for
NOTA and 834 votes were
declared invalid after checking.

The Lucknow Lok Sabha con-
stituency has been a BJP strong-
hold since 1991. Former prime
minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
contested from here eight times.

LUCKNOW : Defence minister
and Lucknow MP Rajnath
Singh in a social media post
thanked locals for giving him
the opportunity to represent
them in the Lok Sabha for the
third consecutive time.

“For this, I thank all the
people of Lucknow from the

especially grateful to the
workers who have
worked hard in this f§
scorching heat. My
effort will be that in the
coming years, Luc-
know is fully
established as
asmartand
modern

metropolis

not only in

After initial setbacks (third posi-
tion in the 1955 bypoll and sec-
ond in the 1957 and 1962 elec-

e

Rajnath thanks Lucknowites

bottom of my heart. [ am . ~ . ment for the third time,”

Uttar Pradesh and
India but in the entire world,”
his social media post read. “I
heartily thank the people of
the country for the success of
NDA under the leadership of
Prime Minister of India Nar-
endra Modi and for giving the

mandate to form the govern-

his post read.
“This victory of NDA

is the victory of Modiji's
public welfare policies
and his dedication
towards the welfare of
the poor. The people
of India have
immense faith
in his leader-
ship,” he
said.  HTC

tions), Vajpayee secured victo-
ries in 1991, 1996, 1998,1999, and
2004.
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Results reversal for BJP in UP
comes as a reality check for Yogi

Team TOI

he setback that BJP has re-

ceived in UP, has come as a

stunning reality check for

Chief Minister Yogi Adity-
anath. The Yogi factor — a combina-
tion of strong law and order, develop-
ment and aggressive Hindutva —
which was a strong pitch used by BJP
in addition to the Modi factor appeared
tofind resonance on the ground during
the campaign. But the ‘double engine’
faltered this time around and SP chief
Akhilesh Yadav’s catchphrase ‘PDA’
targeting Picchade (backwards), Dalits
and Alpsankhyak (minorities) had a
deeper connect with voters, especially
Dalits and backwards.

Yogi has spearheaded BJP’s con-
secutive victories in five back-to-back
elections in the state — 2017 and 2022
state polls, 2019 Lok Sabha elections
and two local body polls before the re-
versal of the trend. “Since Yogi had
been credited with the wins, he will
have to take the responsibility for the
dismal show also,” says a political ob-
server, adding “but he cannot be made
a scapegoat.”

The selection of candidates was
done ignoring anti-incumbency and
brewing resentment against them and
has emerged as one of the main rea-
sons for the loss. A party insider said
that Yogi stands clear as the candidate
selection responsibility rested with the
central leadership.

“Yogi is seen as a saviour for BJP.
He had no say in the selection of can-
didates. Those who won despite the
brewing anger against them will
definitely credit Yogi's contribution
along with the Modi factor when they
introspect the reasons for their suc-
cess,” he added.

In every election rally that he ad-
dressed in UP this time, PM Narendra
Modi not only praised the Yogi model
of law and order that prepared a con-
ducive atmosphere for investment in
the state, but also highlighted his de-
velopment initiatives.

In his quest to get improved num-
bers, he knows which is the most cru-
cial “engine” he could have banked on.
“However, this “double engine” narra-
tive failed to attract voters in the state.
This could be because it is a much-
flogged slogan and Yogi has reached
the halfway mark of the second term
of his govt,” says another analyst.
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TARNISHED HALO? Though he had little say in candidate selection, the lack of
trust of minorities in his govt played a role in the loss

To his credit, he was one of the
most sought-after campaigners for the
party, having addressed nearly 170 ral-
lies —not only in UP but also outside.
Before that, he had already visited all
75 districts. But it clearly was not
enough and his position in the party’s
top echelon will take a beating. The
extent could be a matter of debate.

Since Yogi had

been credited

with the wins,
he will have to take the
responsibility for the
dismal show. But he
cannot be made a
scapegoat

—POLITICAL OBSERVER
e ——

However, the narrative set by Delhi
CM Arvind Kejriwal in the middle of
the campaign is back in discussion.
While addressing rallies, Kejriwal
claimed that after BJP’s win, Yogi will
be removed like several other BJP
CMs. According to UP watchers, the
Delhi CM tried to create a fake narra-
tive that all was not well within the
BJP and the top leadership was wary
of Yogi because of his growing popu-
larity and it might have impacted a
section of voters.

“Although he was playing on Yogi's
popularity, giving a message to the lat-
ter’'s admirers and voters that if you
vote for the saffron party, your ‘favour-
ite’ CM would be dispensed with, BJP
came out with a rebuttal. However,
with BJP losing ground in these polls,
this narrative is bound to return to
haunt the party;” says a BJP insider.

His name also came up during dis-
cussions around Thakur protests dur-
ing the election. The hype around the
protest likely affected the party’s
prospects, especially in the first two
rounds. “But he was not alone. UP
BJP’s inability to assess the intensity
of the protest will also be discussed
in the same breath,” the analyst says
and adds it was because of Yogi that
the extent of damage was curtailed.
Seats won by BJP do reflect the same,
he further says.

While Yogi is in the third year of
his second tenure and his welfare
measures have reached the last stra-
ta of the society, his govt is yet to
earn the trust of the minority com-
munity, as apparent from the voting
pattern. “This would be a task cut out
for his govt to bridge that gap,” says
a political analyst.

However, while making the gov-
ernance more robust, the Yogi govt
must be wary of its image as being
“over-dependent” on bureaucracy.
“Ignoring party workers and people’s
representatives was a reason quoted
for the lack of enthusiasm among
party cadre,” he adds.
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@ VERDICT 2024

The verdict's impact
on some key leader

Prashant Jha looks at how the 2024 general election results could shape political fortunes

{ NARENDRA MODI } PRIME MINISTER
Historic return, but
with a spoiler effect

arendra Modi remains
India’s most popular
leader. It is only because

he has redefined the idea
of political and electoral success
thatwhat would have been consid-
ered a huge accomplishment a
decade ago is today seen asa set-
back. Modi, 73, is on the verge of
returning to power for a third
time, arecord that onl

leaders that he was concerned
with the increasing drift of the
younger voters, particularly those
in the 18-25 bracket, away from
the party. This is a segment that
has grown up only with the reality
of Modi's government; it con-
sumes information from multiple
sources including dissenters on
social mcdia and is insﬁncn'vely

it

Nehru has had in

that is i

India’s history. Modi may also
become the only leader to com-
plete three consecutive elected

especially with thelack of oppor-
tunities to earn higher incomes
and obtain stable jobs even as

terms in office if he stays on till  they have studied more than any-
2029; remember Nehru died two  oneelse in their family has. There
yearsinto hlsthu'd elected term. s no easy answer for the jobs or
But the i a thathas
achievement, this time around, haunted every Indian govern-
Modi will at best be theheadofa  ment. But unless Modi is able to
coalition government withoutan  bring the single minded focus he
absolute majority for his party,a  brought toimproving India’s wel-
constraint that he hasn't had to  fare delivery architecture to crea-
workwith for the 22years thathe  tion of jobs, the political challenge
helmed a governmenteitherin ~ may only grow. Dealing with the
Gujarat or in Delhi. This isn'tto  aspirations is his third big chal-
suggest that he can't adapt, just  lenge.
that he will have to. And therefore Modi will also need to institute
the firstimplication of thisverdict ~ correctives in the functioning of

for Modi is forming a government

the BJP itself. There is no doubt

{ YOGI ADITYANATH } UP CHIEF MINISTER
UP setback may impact
dreams of national role

long with PM Naren-
dra Modi, chief minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath

helmed the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP)'s campaign
in Uttar Pradesh. With a five-
year term as chief minister of
India’s most politically signifi-
cant state between 2017 and
2022, the BJP's success in the
Lok Sabha elections in 2019 and
in the state assembly elections
in 2022 when he led the state,
his second ongoing stint as the
CM, his connect with the
party’s core Hindutva base, his
administrative record of law
and order that included tools
such as “bulldozer justice” tar-
geted at minorities, and policy
measures to woo private capi-
tal, Adityanath, 51, was in the
process of projecting himself as
the next generation leader of
the BJP, ready for a national
role.
But the 2024 verdict has a
message for him: Not so soon.
The setback in UP, where the
BJP has seen a fairly dramatic
reduction in vote share along
with a dip in seat tally, is a set-

that will involve a much higher  thatdespite the setback, theparty | back for the BJP's national
degree of Deal- inarily well-orga- | leadership including Modi,
ingwith allies, in terms of ministe-  nised and disciplined. Itsabilityto | who is a i from the
rial appointments or policy penctrateandgrowinnewergeo- | state and campaigned exten-
announcements, legislations or graphies has been on display in sively.
credit-sharing, ires gi d- at( But italso reflects poorly on
take. It is an art that the current Tﬂlznmm ity to co-opt new who played a key
BIPleadership will have topickup  social groups while maumumng mle in determining the tone
from the era when Atal Bihari Vaj- 1ts existing base is also stlll and tenor of the election cam-
avatar of the ive. But th paign and its strategy, of which
National Democratic Alliance. dependence of the partyona sln-
Butwhile howhe runsthenext  gle leader has clearly led to a hol-
government is the first big chal-  lowingoutof the party structurein

lenge for Modi, learning the les-

key respects. It has resulted in a

sons from thisverdictwillhaveto  neglect of local factorsand led toa
be the next priority forthePMin  sense of smugness that the PM's
terms of the governance and politi- 1mage(zn address all issues — it
cal agenda. The 2024 mandate ~ can't. Results from states such as
cannotbereadand dismissedasa  Uttar Pradesh have shown that
result of popular disillusionment ~ Modi will have to critically exam-
with local BJP leaders or the ina-  ine the role of even prominent
bility of the party to keepupwith ~ CMssuchas Yogi Adif And
the PM's popularity. Modi had  results from states such as Rajast-
shuwn an, abih‘tym Iif(av“mklnml han indicate that centrally
weak local imposed the costof
lectic :M ignoring’ notbe
if it didn’t happen this time, itis  able tosustain the party’s winning
alsoareflection of the perceptions  coalitions.
that voters have of Modi's own ‘And finally, Modi will have to
recordand promise. And herethe  adapt. From being a Hindutva
signal of discontentiscomingbot-  mascot to a development-ori-

tom-up, especially from areas
where BJP was strongest in the

ented leader to the messiah of the
poor to the man who has

past. Whether this discontent isa enhanced Indja s glabal prestige,
result of Modi' estyle imagesat
or his govemment 's mixed eco- dlﬁ‘erent times in his career. But
nomicrecordor the party’sinabil-  the perception of his regime
ity tomanage social contradictions  enjoying and exercising untram-
ora mix of all these factors will  melled power, and his own recent
need careful examination. Either  rhetoric that explicitly targeted
way, though, itwillbeforModi30  Muslims, hasn’t helped in win-
to address the root causes of the  ning voters. Modi may continue
BJP'srelative declineand takecor-  to govern India, but he will need
rective steps. And this will require  togo back and carefully examine
greater humilityand engagement ~ what the voters are telling him
with the wider public spherethan  about how they want him to gov-
the BJP leadership has shownin  ern this time around. This man-
recentyears. dateisa call to one of India’s most.

Over twoyearsago, Modi,inan  pragmatic and successful politi-
internal meeting of his party,told ~ cians to shift gears.

anti-Muslim sloganeering was
a key component.

‘The fact that the BJP has lost
in every region in the state and
that anecdotal reporting from
the ground showed disillusion-
ment with the governments
both at the Centre and the state
means that if the CM wants to
remain a key player in the
national political battle in the
future, he needs to hunker
down and make corrections
both in terms of accommodat-
ing all social groups and
addressing economic discon-
tent.

The UP chief minister may
have his eyes on 2029 and
2034, but before that, there is
2027 — and success in the
assembly election will be a pre-
requisite for any future politi-
cal growth for the mahant from
Gorakhpur.
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BJP’s poor showing in UP
puts spotght on CM Yogi

Rajesh Kumar Singh

letters@hindustantimes.com

LUCKNOW: In the 2022 Uttar
Pradesh assembly elections, the
BJP stormed back to power with
a decisive mandate, giving the
incumbent chief minister Yogi
Adityanath a second successive
term in a result seen as an affir-
mation of his staunch Hindutva
politics, coupled with stern
action against criminals and a
determined investment push.

Now, with the BJP receiving a
drubbing at the hands of the
Samajwadi Party (SP)-Congress
alliance in Uttar Pradesh in the
2024 Lok Sabha elections, the
focus is back on Adityanath,
although most leaders who
spoke to HT said he remains the
party’s tallest leader in the state,
and that the party may have
paid a price for not giving him
enough say in the selection of
candidates.

Still, the possible impact the
poll results could have on Adity-
anath’s position in the state and
the party’s internal politics will
be watched on the road to the
2027 assembly polls.

In the 2017 assembly elec-
tions, Adityanath emerged as
the surprise choice for chief
minister, built on his standing
as the head of an influential
monastery, with a slew of devel-

Uttar Pradesh chief minister Yogi Adltyanath during a roadshow

in Jhansi on May 15.

opment and infrastructure pro-
jects and a crackdown on crime.
Riding on the performance of
both the Union and the state
governments, the BJP won the
2019 Lok Sabha as well as the
2022 assembly elections.
Though Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi was the face of the BJP
election campaign in 2024, the
party was dependent on its star
campaigner Adityanath to coun-
ter the Opposition. Adityanath
addressed 169 public meetings, 15
prabudh sammelans and held 13
roadshows to give momentum to

ANI

the party’s campaign.

The BJP faced a tough contest
from the INDIA bloc in its
stronghold, the Varanasi region,
where Modi won the Varanasi
seat albeit by a reduced margin.
The BJP also won the Bhadohi
seat but lost the Chandauli,
Ghazipur and Jaunpur seats.
Union minister and two-term
MP Mahendra Nath Pandey was
defeated by SP candidate Biren-
dra Singh in Chandauli.

In Gorakhpur division, the
home turf of Adityanath, the BJP
won five seats — Gorakhpur,

Maharajganj, Deoria, Kushinagar
and Bansgaon. Polling in Gorakh-
pur region was held in the sev-
enth phase; Adityanath camped
in Gorakhpur to monitor and
give a push to the party campaign
there. His effort paid dividends as
the BJP won the Domariyaganj
and Gonda seats as well.

“In the Lok Sabha elections,
rather than state factors,
national ones are in play. Despite
an SP surge in the 2022 assembly
elections, Adityanath ensured
that the BJP returned to power
with a comfortable majority of
seats. He has the capability to pull
the BJP out of the quagmire of
defeat to victory in the 2027
assembly elections,” said SK
Singh, a political analyst.

A BJP leader said Aditya-
nath’s role was limited in the
selection of candidates, suggest-
ing that this could have played a
part in the party’s poor showing
in the state. Another leader said
there may have been strong
anti-incumbency against a
majority of the two and three-
term MPs. Among the 62 MPs
who won the 2019 Lok Sabha
elections in the state, 55 were
repeated in the 2024 elections.
Many lost. During a meeting,
state leaders briefed the central
leadership about possible anti-
incumbency, but were ignored,
he said.
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